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during dry seasons.1 The report on the Wexford mines
made in 1557 discusses the question of the best method
of smelting. The use of a bole depending on the wind,
* after the manner of the bollars of Derbyshire,' by which
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6 fother (each of 20 cwt.) could be made in one ' boyle '
of two days and two nights, is condemned as costly and
uncertain, as they have to wait for a south-west wind, that
being the steadiest and most to be relied on. If a close
furnace is used it must be blown by very great bellows
by water power with an instrument called a * sleagyll '
* V. C. H. Durham, ii. 349.